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“Critical minerals” lists 
comparison

• ‘Have’ vs. ‘Want’

• Range of applications/uses

• Gold?



“Critical” Raw Materials

Critical to whom and for what?

Defined by advanced industrial countries – projected demand

1. Climate crisis (renewable energy transition – electricity generation, transmission, 

and storage – and electric vehicles)

2. War (weapons)

3. Tariffs (industrial production)

“EVs are here to save the car industry, not the planet.” 

– Jason Slaughter, urban planning advocate



What is the offer for producing areas?

No change to extractive, colonial, capitalist model

• Economic opportunity – limited to raw materials and possibly primary processing

• Externalized costs: social, economic, environmental

• Volatile markets – boom-bust development

• Increased pressure on Indigenous and rural communities and environment – in 

Canada, US, Europe as well as globally – deregulation, extortion, militarization

“Electric cars are not for Africans.” – Tetteh Hormeku



How to respond?

Insist on stronger protections before new development is allowed

• Right to say ‘no’

• Protect local livelihoods & environment – climate resilience

• Protect water sources

• Tailings and waste rock safety

• Ownership and revenue to cover full costs: depletion of natural resources, full 

remediation



Planetary 
Boundaries

(Stockholm Resilience Centre)

Plus human dimensions of 
polycrisis: inequality, war, 

migration, disease, etc.



Thank you!
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